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learning and teaching hours and temporary change to assessment for
2020/21 post Covid.
22/9/21 Temporary assessment change extended for 21/22



https://www.glyndwr.ac.uk/modules/
https://www.hesa.ac.uk/innovation/hecos

27/10/2022 Removal of temporary assessment change

Module Aims

This module seeks to explore the processes involved in the burial of human remains and their
subsequent decomposition. Students will be encouraged to critically examine current
taphonomic research in relation to its ethical implications. This module aims to explain the post-
mortem process of burial, decay, attrition, dispersal and re-exposure of human remains. It also
aims to describe the biological and geological interactions that take place following death and
deposition and how this information might aid the forensic scientist.

Module Learning Outcomes - at the end of this module, students will be able to

1 | Critically appraise the concept of forensic taphonomy.

Recognise and categorise the features and processes of decomposition and assess the
variables that affect post mortem interval.

Research and identify the role taphonomy plays in the search, location, and recovery of
human remains and associated evidence types.

4 | Critically evaluate current research in forensic taphonomy and related fields of study.

Debate the ethical considerations of working with human remains and to appreciate the
variation in ethical considerations between populations.

Employability Skills

The Wrexham Glyndwr Graduate

| =included in module content
A =included in module assessment
N/A = not applicable

Guidance: complete the matrix to indicate which of the following are included in the module content and/or
assessment in alignment with the matrix provided in the programme specification.

CORE ATTRIBUTES

Engaged IA
Creative [
Enterprising N/A
Ethical 1A
KEY ATTITUDES

Commitment IA
Curiosity IA
Resilient IA
Confidence I
Adaptability 1A
PRACTICAL SKILLSETS

Digital fluency 1A
Organisation I
Leadership and team working |
Critical thinking 1A
Emotional intelligence 1A
Communication IA




Derogations

None

Assessment:

Indicative Assessment Tasks:

Assessment 1: Essay relating to the ethical and legal implications in forensic taphonomy.
(2000 word count)

Assessment 2: Exam relating to the taphonomic changes in forensics and influencing factors

(2 Hrs)
Assessment Learning
Outcomes to | Type of assessment Weighting (%)
number
be met
1 1,4&5 Essay 50%
2 2&3 Examination 50%

Learning and Teaching Strategies:

Methods of delivery:

PPT Lectures

Directed discussions

Case studies

Problem solving exercises
Directed study using VLE (Moodle)

Syllabus outline:

Introduction to taphonomy within the forensic context.
Stages of decomposition.
Differential preservation of remains.

Waterlogged environments.

Burial contexts and their effect on decompaosition.

Search techniques (geophysics, soil analysis, cadaver dogs and landform mapping).
Surface signatures of clandestine deposition.

Behaviour patterns and strategies of disposal.

Scavenging patterns and dispersal.

Relative and absolute dating techniques.

Forensic anthropology.
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